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PRODUCTION:  Commercial lamb and mutton production increased 17% in April to 15.2 

million pounds , 23% above April 2018, as production rose to meet anticipated 

Easter/Passover demand in the second half of April.  Commercial sheep and lamb 

slaughter in April increased 24% to 235,900 head, 30% above the April 2018 level.  The 

average sheep and lamb live weight lost 8 pounds to a 129 pound average, 8 pounds 

lighter than a year ago.  The average dressed lamb carcass weight, at 67 pounds, was 

down 4 pounds for the month and from last year.  Mature sheep slaughter increased 

36% in April to 11,300 head, 18% over the April 2018 level.  Stocks of lamb and mutton 

in cold storage in April increased 32% to 40.9 million pounds  to supply Easter/Passover 

demand.  This was 20% above the April 2018 level.       

 

GRADIN G: The volume of lambs graded Choice and Prime by the USDA during the 

month of May decreased 14%, 3% under the May 2018 level.  All regions saw a volume 

decrease in May as demand for the spring holiday season passed.  Nationally, the 

number of lambs qualifying for the Choice grade  decreased 12% and the Choice share 

of all lambs graded increased 3% to 94% as lambs qualifying for the Prime grade 

declined.  Only the Upper Midwest had an increase in lambs grading Choice, up 2% over 

April while the Ohio Valley saw the largest decline in lambs grading Choice with a 41% 

drop. Nationally, lamb yields shifted back to the YG 3 grade with a 4% decline in YG 4-5 

lambs.  Lambs in the Northwest saw the biggest shift to the leaner yields with an 11% 

drop in YG 3-5 shifting to YG 1-2.                          
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LIVE MARKETS: The volume of slaughter lambs trading on a direct negotiated basis in 

May, at 28,200 head, decreased 4% from April, 137% above May 2018.  Prices were up 

2% during the month and 2% over May 2018.  In auction trading, the average price for 

traditional Choice & Prime 2-3, slaughter lambs at Sioux Falls, SD, is currently not 

available on monthly receipts of 2,783 head.  In San Angelo, TX, the average price of 

Choice and Prime 2-3 wooled and shorn non-tradition al slaughter lambs was $143.00 

per cwt. on receipts of 21,213 head for the month.  At the New Holland, PA, sale in May, 

the average price for Choice and Prime 2-3 wooled and shorn non-traditional slaughter 

lambs is currently not available with total monthly receipts at 12,470 head. (note: Since 

auction lamb reports were converted to the new reporting system in May, comparisons will 

be available next month.)  

 

LAMB IMPORTS:  The overall volume of fresh and frozen imported lamb carcasses and 

cuts increased 3% in April, 60% over the April 2018 level (Easter/Passover was in March 

2018).  At nearly 22 million pounds, April imports of lamb cuts marks the highest monthly 

level dating back to 1989 when records were first kept.  Fresh imports, at 42% share, were 

up 5% for the month and 72% over 2018.  Frozen imports were up 2% in April and 53% 

over April 2018.  The share of frozen cuts, at 58%, was down 1% in share for the month.   

Australia sent 67% of total imports in April with 79% of fresh cuts and 59% of frozen cuts.  

New Zealand accounted for 32% of total lamb imports  with other bone -in cuts, including 

racks, making up 41% of total New Zealand imports.  Chile, Canada, and Iceland rounded 

out April imports  in that order .      

 

Imports of whole and half lamb carcasses, all in frozen form, increased 16% in April and 

made up 5% of import share.  Imports of lamb legs retreated 8% from March levels and 

accounted for 6% of imports.  Imports of loin cuts increased 14% with a 39% increase in 

frozen and 13% increase in fresh form.  Loin cuts made up 10% of imports.  Shoulder 

imports rose 11% overall in April with a 25% rise in frozen volume and a 7% decline in 

fresh forms.  Shoulders gained 1% in import share in April to 13%.    

 

The volume of imported bone -in lamb meat increased 9% and increased import share 

by 2% to 34%.  Most of this increase was in frozen form with a 13% increase with fresh 

only up a percent.  Imports of other boneless lamb cuts, not identified, decreased 7% in 

April and dropped 3.5% in import share to 31.5%.  Most of the decline was in the volume 

in frozen form, down 17%, enough to offset a 12% rise in fresh form.  
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 DOMESTIC MEAT TRADE: The volume of trading of Choice and Prime, 1-4 lamb 

carcasses in May declined 20% from April as Spring holiday demand passed.  May trading 

volume was 28% above the level of May 2018.  The gross lamb carcass cutout rose 2% 

in May at $3.89 per pound, 3% above May 2018.  The volume of negotiated wholesale 

trading of fresh and frozen domestic boxed lamb cuts in May decreased 8% for the 

month but was 37% above May 2018.  Negotiated trading of fr esh cuts was down 9% in 

volume and accounted for 86% of total sales.  The volume of frozen cut trading 

decreased 1% for the month and accounted for 1 4% of total domestic volume  sold.   

 

Traded volume of most lamb cuts declined in May from the Easter/Passover demand 

season highpoint in April.  Most of the decline was for fresh legs and racks.  The volume 

of wholesale sales of trotter -off legs declined 69% while prices increased 5% to $3.81 per 

pound.  This volume was 1% above May 2018 and the average price was 3% more.  The 

volume of sales of boneless legs declined 47% and the average monthly price was down 

2% (from $5.50 to $5.37 per pound).  Sales of medium 8-rib racks decreased 21% and 

the average price was up 1% (from $8.83 to $8.91 per pound).  Frenched racks sales 

declined 9% in May and prices rose 1% (from $16.57 to $16.75 per pound).  The volume 

of t rimmed 4x4 loins trading was up 12% for the month with a 1% increase in the average 

sale price (from $5.18 to $5.22 per pound).  Foreshank trading volume declined 22% and 

the average price was down 6% (from $4.50 to $4.23 per pound).  Trading of square-cut 

shoulder cuts increased 14% in May and prices rose 3% (from $2.84 to $2.93 per pound).  

Trading of ground lamb increased 7% for the month  and prices were unchanged at $5.75 

per pound.  

 

IM PORTED MEAT TRADE:  The overall volume of negotiated sales imported boxed lamb 

cuts decreased 27% in May but was 3% over the May 2018 level.  Sales of fresh product 

declined 36% for the month while frozen cut sales were down 17% as demand for the 

Spring holiday season passed. Imports accounted for 63% of all boxed lamb cut sales in 

May, down 5% in share from April. 

 

The overall volume of sales of fresh 

and frozen Australian boxed lamb 

cuts declined 34% in May with fresh 

product sales down 28% and frozen 

down 38% as the holiday season 

passed.  Australian imports of leg cuts 

declined in May as quickly as they 

rose in April (down 98%) in a typical 

post-Easter pattern.  As volume 

dropped, leg prices rose 3%.  Sales of 

frozen Australian legs retreated 49% 

in May and the average sale price 

declined 8%.   
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